Jericho Christmas Appeal 2018
The Gift of Freedom;
Intro:
This year Josef will be having Christmas with his Jericho friends. Christmas never came last
year!
Josef’s Story:
Growing up in a broken family in Latvia, life took a wrong turn
for Josef when he got in with the wrong crowd. Poor choices
and pressure to drink as a teenager led to further breakdown
in family relationships and Josef found himself homeless.
After 4 months sleeping on the streets he was approached
with an offer of well-paid work in the UK. Desperate and
unable to see hope for a future in Latvia he jumped at the
opportunity, unaware of what was to lie ahead.

Arriving in the UK, Josef was charged by the driver for his travel and was taken to his
accommodation in the back of a van with no seats and windows blacked out so he couldn’t
see where he was. He shared a room with 6 others. It was mouldy and cramped and he was
denied contact with family. The reality of the well paid job was putting charity bags through
letter boxes, 14 hours per day for 6 days per week with payment of £10 per week. He was
transported to work with other victims in a blacked out van so they remained unaware of their
location. Pressured to drink alcohol and totally dependent on the traffickers for housing, food,
and travel to work he was trapped.
One day his trafficker pulled Josef into an office
accusing him of not working hard enough. They
became aggressive, he was threatened and
assaulted and asked to hand over his passport.
With injuries to his mouth and head he took his
chance to escape through a door, jumping
through a gap in handrails from the 4th to 2nd
floor. This desperate leap was Josef’s gateway
to freedom.

Josef was helped by police and referred into
support through a charity whilst his case was assessed. Confirmed as a victim of human
trafficking he was referred to Jericho needing employment and stability.
Josef has been working in one of our social enterprises and is now a valued member of staff.
The impact of his past still haunts him although his scars are slowly healing, allowing him to
embrace a new future. Through the generosity of our donors, Jericho has provided Josef with
stability, purpose, a home and employment. Josef is Skilled, Fulfilled, Employed and Free.
Further Survivor stories and a video may be found on the website. https://jericho.org.uk

Please support Jericho by giving to our Christmas Appeal?
Jericho Foundation is a Registered Charity No. 1037084
196-198 Edward Road, Birmingham B12 9LX Tel: 0121 647 1960 E:fundraising@jericho.org.uk

Can you give the gift of Freedom this Christmas?
Christmas Day and in fact every day is a special time for us at
Jericho because we bring hope to those living in the shadows or
on the edge. Every day we help people to become Skilled,
Fulfilled and Employed. Over the last 18 months, we have
worked with 47 people like Josef who are Survivors of Modern
Slavery. Many still suffer flash backs, living with the scars of this
hidden crime. By giving to our Christmas appeal you will be
helping people like Josef and other Survivors of Modern Slavery,
supporting their journey into freedom.

Please support our work by giving to our Christmas Appeal?
£125 will support a Survivor work placement for a week
£30 will provide a Christmas Hamper and present for a Survivor
£10 a month will provide ongoing help for someone like Josef
Ways to Give:
You can text your donation to FREE35 £10 to 70070 to donate to Jericho
By sending a cheque payable to Jericho @ 196-198 Edward Road, Birmingham B12 9LX
By Direct transfer to the Jericho Foundation: Sort code: 60-83-01 Acc. No: 20177447
Give Online https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/jericho2018
Gift Aid: I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the
past 4 years, to Jericho Foundation. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations in that tax year it
is my responsibility to pay any difference. Jericho will claim 25p on every £1 donated.

Full Name…………………………….……………………….Postcode……….…………………….
Address………………………….…………………...…………………………...………….…...…….
Email address…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Signature…………………………………….……………………….Date……………………………
Newsletter: Sign up to receive our quarterly newsletter.
I give my permission to be contacted about the work of Jericho.
Please tick

“Thank you for giving the gift of
Freedom this Christmas”
Jericho Foundation is a Registered Charity No. 1037084
196-198 Edward Road, Birmingham B12 9LX Tel: 0121 647 1960 E:fundraising@jericho.org.uk

